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Traite de Medecine.— Par M. M. Bouchard et Brissaud. Deuxieme 
Edition. Tome X. Par M. M. J. Babinski, Gii.bert Ballet, P. 
Blocq, E. Boix, H. Dutil, II. Grenet. Hallion, H. Lamy, Ch. 
Laubry, H. Meice, Rogues de Fursac and A. Soques. Masson et 
Cie, Paris. Paul Hoeber, New York. 

Some years ago we had the opportunity of commenting on the first 
edition of this valuable system, volumes IX and X of which were 
concerned with the discussion of the diseases of the nervous system. 

To those readers who are accustomed to finding a second edition 
a replica of the first, with a few new pages added, or some trifling 
errors of typography corrected, it may be of interest to compare the 
methods of French publishers in the matter. It is refreshing to note 
that the work is an entirely new one, rewritten and almost double the 
size of the previous volume. 

Volume X deals with Neuritis, by Babinski: Diseases of Muscles 
and Motor Nerves, bv Hallion: the same author treats of Anesthesias 
and Neuralgias. Henri Meige writes the chapter on Tics, and Functional 
and Occupation Neuroses. Chorea and Myoclonus, by Blocq and 
Grenet; Thomson’s Disease, bv Hallion; Paralysis Agitans, by Lamv. 
E. Boix contributes a chapter on the various myopathies; A. Soques 
one on Acromegaly, Myxedema and the Metabolic Disorders. Ex¬ 
ophthalmic Goiter and the Sympathetic arc written by Boix. Hysteria, 
Neurasthenia, Epilepsy, are treated by Dutil and l.aubry. Ballet con¬ 
tributes a chapter on the Psychoses in General, while with Rogues 
de Fursac he writes the chapter on Genera! Paresis. A general index 
of the ten volumes is also included in this volume. 

As one of the leading systems of modern French authorities this 
volume is representative of the best work of the most competent 
French neurologists and psychiatrists. It is a representative work of the 
highest order. Jelliffe. 

Die Palpablen Gebilpe Des Norm.alf.n Mf.nschmchf.n Korpers Und 
deren Methodische Palpation. Nach eigenen Untersuci-iungen 
an der Leiche und am Lf.benden. Von Dr. Toby Cohn, Nervenarzt 
in Berlin. I. Teil: Obere Extremitat. Mit 21 Abbildungen im Text. 
Berlin : Verlag von S. Karger. 1905. 

This book, in the words of the author, has its origin from his 
practice of massage. After twelve years’ work in this line, he has 
reached the conviction that, were the norma! conditions of the body 
better known, much might be accomplished toward detecting ab¬ 
normalities capable of being palpated. He has, therefore, prepared 
a book, the first part of which on the upper extremity is in our hands, 
which goes over in minutest detail the knowledge to be gained through 
palpation. The author maintains, and we think with reason, that palpa¬ 
tion has been neglected in medical practice, particularly in relation 
to the muscular structures and the parts immediately underlying them. 
The value of knwledge which might be gained by more extended 
experience in this field is evident, and Dr. Cohn has placed such 
knowledge at our disposal in his exhaustive treatise on the subject. 
It is evident that such a subject is not to be learned from books. 
Nevertheless, as a guide to the student the directions he lays down 
and the descriptions he gives are of distinct value. We are of the 
opinion, however, that condensation might well have been used and 
that illustrations might have taken the place of much descriptive 
text. The illustrations are not half satisfactory, according to our 
modern standards. The half tones are printed in the text, the model 
used does not show the points desired so well as a more muscular 
man would do, and the necessarily imperfect printing on ordinary paper like¬ 
wise detracts from their appearance. The book is otherwise well printed, 



224 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


conveniently subdivided into the various topics discussed, and in general 
offers a mass of information which has not hitherto been collected in such a 
form. We shall await the succeeding parts with interest. 

Les Centres Nerveux Physiopathologie Clinique. Par le Docteur J. 
Grasset, Professeur de Clinique Medicale a l’Universite de Montpel¬ 
lier. J. B. Bailliere et Fils, Paris. P. Hoeber, New York. 12 
Francs. 

This is in many respects a unique book. We are all familiar with 
the usual text book which is largely anatomical in its ’'oint of view. 
Grasset has, however, given us a pathological physiology, in much the 
same sense as Krehls, Pathologische Physiologie, but has confined 
his dissertation of 7,30 pages to the nervous system. 

Thus his v iapter headings read as follows: The Central Nervous Ap¬ 
paratus of Motility and of General Sensibility; The Central Nervous 
Mechanism of Orientation and Equilibration; Language and its Nervous 
Mechanisms; Vision, Taste, Touch. Smell and their Central Nervous 
Mechanisms and the Nervous Mechanism of Nutrition, of Circulation, 
Secretion, Trophic Sensibility, Digestion, etc. 

He develops each chapter in a leisurely manner, at times with 
great minutiae, at others, he simply suggests the nervous relations to 
certain pathological processes, nervous mucous colitis being an ex¬ 
ample. This makes the work somewhat irregular and unequal, but it 
is rich in suggestions, and full in bibliographical references to more 
detailed study of many of the features simply touched upon by himself. 

Superstition in Medicine. By Prof. Hugo Magnus. Authorized Transla¬ 
tion from the German. Edited by Dr. Julius L. Salinger, Late As¬ 
sistant Professor of Chemical Medicine, Jefferson Medical College, 
Physician to the Philadelphia General Hospital, etc. Funk and Wag- 
nals Company, New York and London. 

This little volume, treating as it does, of a subject so interesting 
to the educated man; can not help but be appreciated by the physician. 
Prof. Magnus has portrayed his subject so interestingly, so concisely 
and so scientifically that the subject, engaging in itself, is made even 
more so. 

The chanter on the Relation of Religion to Medical Superstition, 
which covers the subject from the ancient medicine of the “Magi” to 
the present day cults of Mrs. Eddy and the Rev. Mr. Dowie, shows 
clearly the origin of many of the numerous superstitions that are, 
even now, so deeply rooted in the public mind. 

The other chapters on the Relation of Theism, Philosophy, Science 
and Medicine itself respectively to Medical Superstition, each have their 
hold on the interest of the reader. The last chapter on Medical Super¬ 
stition and Insanity, added by Dr. Salinger, lends much to the interest 
of the book. The few hours required to read this little volume would 
be time well spent even by the busiest practitioner. L. Casa major, 



